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Govt moots new rules to
plug holes in existing law
NITINKUMAR
NewDelhi, 26August

To sanitise lands contaminated by
hazardous substances andaddress
critical gaps in existing environ-

mental laws, theMinistryofEnvironment,
ForestandClimateChange(MoEFCC)has
proposed the Remediation of
ContaminatedSitesRules, 2024.

The new rules, published on August
22, focus on sites where hazardous sub-
stancesaremixedwithminingwaste,bio-
medical waste, ormunicipal solid waste,
and where contamination levels exceed
specified thresholds. TheMoEFCC’s pro-
posal alignswith the ‘polluter pays’ prin-
ciple, ensuring that those responsible for
environmental damage bear the cost of
the clean-up. These new rules are
designed to address shortcomings in the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; the
Hazardous and Other Wastes
(Management & Transboundary
Movement) Rules, 2016; and the Public
Liability InsuranceAct, 1991.

According to theministry’s draft noti-
fication, the rules will not apply to sites
contaminated by radioactive materials,
abandonedmines, or oil spills, which are
governedbyother specific legislation.

ACentralRemediationCommitteewill
beestablishedundertheCentralPollution
ControlBoard (CPCB) to identify contam-
inated sites, assess contamination levels,
anddevelopremediationplans. Thecom-
mitteewillalsodeterminetheresponsible

parties, estimate remediation costs, and
ensure compliance with the new regula-
tions. This initiative is in line with the
NationalEnvironmentPolicy,2006,which
identifies industrial andmunicipal waste
asmajor pollution sources andhighlights
the challenges in remediating toxic and
hazardous waste, especially in industrial
areas andabandonedmines.

For siteswhere thepolluter cannot be
identifiedorwhereno fundsareprovided
for remediation, theCPCBmayauthorise
the use of the Environment Relief Fund,

created under the Public Liability
Insurance Act, 1991, following the 1984
Bhopal gas disaster. The Environment
ReliefFundhas ~1,060.95croreat theend
of FY23, according to the annual report
ofUnited India Insurance, the fundman-
ager. However, these costs will later be
recovered fromthepolluter andreturned
to the fund.

Despite the authority to take control
of land for remediation, compensation
andconsent fromaffected individualsare
requiredunder landacquisition laws.

BJPnamesJ&Kcandidates
amidprotestsbyworkers
ARCHISMOHAN&PTI
NewDelhi/Jammu, 26August

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday named 16
candidates for the first phase
of polling in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K), including
Shagun Parihar, who had lost
her father and uncle in a ter-
rorist attack five years ago.

Resentment within the
party ranks in its stateunitand
confusion marred the release
of BJP’s list.

The BJP initially
announced its 44 candidates
for the three phases. It later
withdrew that list as party
workers protested the candi-
dates ithadnamedfor thesec-
ond and third phases.

BJP’s J&K unit chief
Ravinder Raina downplayed
the anger over the initial list.

However, a group of party
workers protested at its head-
quarters in Jammu and
claimed “parachute candi-
dates” were picked over com-
mitted hardworking workers.

The list of 16candidates for
the first phase includes three
former legislatorsand29-year-
old Shagun, the only woman
candidate in the list.

Her father Ajeet Parihar
and uncle Anil Parihar, who
were BJP leaders, were killed
by terrorists in Kishtwar dis-
trict inNovember 2018.

Shagun, who is pursuing
her PhD in electronics, said

unemployment is a major
issue in the region.

The initial list covered 36
segments in the Jammu
region and eight in the
Kashmir Valley. It included
nearly a dozen prominent
leaders, including several
former ministers, who joined
the party in the last five years.

Ten former MLAs, includ-
ing ex-deputy chief minister
Nirmal Singh and ex-J&KBJP
chief Sat Paul Sharma, have
been dropped. Sharing the
revised list of candidates, the
BJPsaid thenames for thesec-
ond and third phases should

be consideredwithdrawn.
BJP Scheduled Caste (SC)

Morcha president Jagdish
Bhagat welcomed withdrawal
of the initial list. “If they ignore
us, there will be serious con-
sequences. We will not
allowanywrongdoingandwill
protest against this
injustice within the party,”
Bhagat toldPTI.

The firstphasewill seevot-
ing in 24 Assembly segments
— 16 in Kashmir and eight in
Jammu—onSeptember 18.

The BJP's Central Election
Committee had met on
Sunday evening to finalise

candidates for the polls.
Thesecondandthirdphas-

es of polls will be held on
September 25 and October 1.
Counting will be taken up on
October 4. In the last
Assembly elections held in
Jammu and Kashmir in 2014,
the BJP hadwon 25 seats.

In another development,
National Conference (NC)
vice-president Omar
Abdullah on Monday asked a
visiting delegation of US dip-
lomats for a re-look at travel
advisories for J&K and to ease
restrictions over visiting the
UnionTerritory.

New districts carved out in Ladakh
TheCentreonMonday
announcedthatfivedistricts,
namelyZanskar,Drass,Sham,
NubraandChangthang,are
beingcarvedoutinLadakh.
“Thenewdistrictswilltakethe
benefitsmeantforthepeople
totheirdoorstepsbybolstering

governanceineverynookand
cranny,”UnionHomeMinister
AmitShahsaid.TheCongress
askedwhethertherewillbe
electedAutonomousHill
DevelopmentCouncilsforeach
ofthefivenewdistricts,justas
thereareforLehandKargil.

J&KBJPworkers protest theparty’s first list of candidates
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TheBharatiyaJanataParty (BJP)on
MondaydenounceditsLokSabha
MPandfilmactorKanganaRanaut
forherdisparagingremarksonthe
farmersagitation,as itexpressed
disagreementwithherviewsand
madeitclearthatsheisneither
permittednorauthorisedto
commentontheparty'spolicy
matters.Ranauthasbeendirected
tonotmakeany“statementofthis
kindinfuture,”BJPsaid. PTI

BahujanSamajParty (BSP)
supremoMayawationMonday
assertedthatshewasnotretiring
fromactivepoliticsandalleged
thatthe“casteistmedia”had
been“propagatingsuchfake
news”.The68-year-oldBSP
president isafour-timeformer
chiefministerofUttarPradesh.She
alsoreferredtothe1995Lucknow
‘stateguesthouseincident’ to
attacktheSamajwadiPartyforthe
“deadlyassault”onher. PTI

India,Singaporelookto
boosttiesacross6pillars

Senior ministers from India and Singapore
held a “productive” round of discussions at
the second multi-ministerial roundtable in
Singapore, and explored how the two coun-
triescanboostbilateralcooperationindigital,
skilldevelopment, sustainability,healthcare,
connectivity, and advanced manufacturing.

Thefour-memberIndiandelegationcom-
prisingFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, and
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw partici-
pated in the second India-Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR) to discuss
bilateralcooperation,andexchangeviewson
issuesofmutual interests.At the roundtable,
the Union ministers were joined by their
Singaporean counterparts and reviewed the
progress from the first ISMR held in New
Delhi in September 2022. PTI

2nd ISMR DISCUSSES BILATERAL COOPERATION

REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED SITES RULES, 2024

Followinghecticnegotiations,
theNationalConference(NC)and
theCongressonMondayagreed
onaseat-sharingformulafor
theassemblypollsinJammu
andKashmir,withtheparties
settocontest51and32seats,
respectively.Thealliance
partnersalsoallottedoneseat
eachtotheCPI(M)andthe
JammuandKashmirNational
PanthersParty,theyannounced
atajointpressconferenceatNC
presidentFarooqAbdullah’s
residenceafterday-long
negotiations.A“friendly
contest” wouldbeheldonfive
seatsoftheUnionterritory. PTI

NC, Cong finalise
seat-sharing
formula

President of SingaporeTharmanShanmugaratnam(centre)with (from left) Union
Ministers PiyushGoyal, Nirmala Sitharaman, S Jaishankar, andAshwiniVaishnawat the
second India-SingaporeMinisterial Roundtable onMonday PHOTO: PTI

CLEAN-UP ACT
Focus:Emphasisescleanup
inareaswithhigh
contaminationlevels

Target:Focusonsiteswith
hazardoussubstances in
mining,bio-medical,and
municipalwaste

Polluterpays:Pollutersto
bearclean-upcosts

Legislationgaps
addressed:Fillsgapsin
existingenvironmental laws

Exemptions:Not
applicabletoradioactive
sites,abandonedmines,
andoilspills

PHOTO: PTI

No question of my
exit from active
politics: Mayawati

BJPdenounces
Ranaut’s remarks
onfarmerstir

INFORMATION REGARDING 84TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD THROUGH
VIDEO CONFERENCING/ OTHER AUDIO-VISUAL MEANS

This is to inform that the Eighty Fourth (84th) Annual General Meeting (“84th AGM/AGM”) of the Members of the FDC Limited (“the Company”) will be held
on Thursday, September 26, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. IST (“the AGM”) through Video Conferencing (“VC”) / Other Audio-Visual Means (“OAVM”), in compliance
with all the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (“the Act”) and the rules framed thereunder and the Securities Exchange Board of India (Listing
Obligations & Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (“Listing Regulations”) read with General Circular No. 09/2023 dated September 05, 2023, General
Circular No. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, General Circular No. 17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, General Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 5, 2020, Circular No.
02/2021 dated January 13, 2021, Circular No. 19/2021 dated December 8, 2021, Circular No. 21/2021 dated December 14, 2021, Circular No. 02/2022 dated
May 05, 2022 and General Circular No. 10/2022 dated December 28, 2022, respectively issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India
(“MCA Circulars”), Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated May 12, 2020, Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2021/11 dated January 15,
2021, Circular SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2022/62 dated May 13, 2022, and Circular SEBI/HO/CFD/PoD-2/P/CIR/2023/4 dated January 05, 2023, and Circular
No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CFD/PoD-2/P/CIR/2023/167 dated 07th October, 2023 respectively issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI Circulars”).

In compliance with above MCA Circulars and SEBI Circulars, the notice of 84th AGM along with the Annual Report for the Financial Year 2023-24 will be sent by
electronic mode to all theMembers whose email addresses are registered with the Company’s Registrar and Share Transfer Agent, M/s. Link Intime India Private
limited (“RTA”)/ Depository Participants, Members holding shares in dematerialized form, are requested to register their email address and mobile number with
their Depository Participants and Members holding shares in physical form are requested to furnish details of their email address and mobile number to the
RTA at rnt.helpdesk@linkintime.co.in.

The Notice of 84th AGM along with the Annual Report for the Financial Year 2023-24 will also be available on the website of the Company at www.fdcindia.
com and on the websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and the National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com
and on the website of National Securities Depository Limited (‘’NSDL’’) at www.evoting.nsdl.com, being the agency appointed by the Company for providing
e-voting and VC/OAVM facility for the AGM.

Members will have an opportunity to cast their votes remotely on the business as set forth in the notice of the AGM through, remote e-voting. The manner
of remote e-voting for Members holding shares in dematerialization form, physical form and Members who have not registered their email addresses will be
provided in the notice of the AGM. The facility for e-voting will also be provided during the AGM. Accordingly, Members who have not cast their vote by remote
e-voting will be able to vote during the AGM.

Manner of Registration/Updating of e-mail address:

Members holding shares in physical mode and who have not updated their email address with the Company are requested to update their e-mail addresses by
writing to the Company at Investors@fdcindia.com or to Registrar and Share Transfer Agents, M/s. Link Intime India Private Limited at rnt.helpdesk@linkintime.
co.in Members holding shares in Dematerialized mode are requested to register /update their email address with the relevant DP.

In case of any queries/difficulties in registering the e-mail address, shareholders may write to rnt.helpdesk@linkintime.co.in and Investors@fdcindia.com

For FDC Limited
Sd/-

Place :- Mumbai Varsharani Katre
Date:- 27th August, 2024. Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
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